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Race and Economic Development Survey
February-November 2006

This survey is designed to help examine the relationship between racial tensions in American cities and the impact of economic development strategies in addressing those tensions. A number of cities have been selected as case studies in this project including Oakland, California; Los Angeles, California; Cincinnati, Ohio; Detroit, Michigan; St. Louis, Missouri, and Atlanta, Georgia. Several of these cities have experienced an incident in the last 15 years that created serious racial tensions and violence, and some cities have been identified as having implemented model economic development strategies that have resulted in fostering positive inclusion of individuals and communities of color in the resulting economic benefits derived from those strategies. The goal of this survey is to look at the state of race relations after an incident of violence, gauge the current state of racial attitudes in these cities, and examine the impact of current and future economic development strategies on those racial attitudes. This study is a partnership between the National Economic Development and Law Center and The San Francisco Foundation and is being supported primarily by the Ford Foundation. 
The results of this survey will be combined with focus group findings and will be released in the fall of 2006. We anticipate it will take you approximately 20 minutes to fill out the survey. 

Thank you for your participation.
1. I  work in the following sector:
   Philanthropic
   Government

   Private/Business

   Nonprofit

  Community Volunteer

  Academia/Research

My title is:________________________________________________________  

2. I identify as the following race/ethnicity:

   African-American/Black

   Asian American

   Pacific Islander

   Hispanic/Latino

  American Indian/Alaska Native

  White (Non-Hispanic)

  Other

3. I live in/near the following city:
   Atlanta, GA

   Benton Harbor, MI

   Cincinnati, OH

   Los Angeles, CA

   Oakland, CA

   Other

4.  I have lived in/near the above city for the following number of years:
  0-1

  1-5

  5-10

  10-15

  15+

_____________________________________________________________________

Part of the focus of this survey is on cities that have experienced serious racial tensions and violence following a specific incident. For example, in 2001 a state of emergency was declared by the Mayor of Cincinnati, Ohio after a week of property destruction in the city following the police shooting of an African American man. Since that time, the city has been working to address a number of police, economic, and social services issues that surfaced. Given this example, please answer the following set of questions regarding incidents in your city that have created racial tensions and violence.  

5. My city has experienced a major incident creating serious racial tensions and violence in the last 15 years: 
 Yes

 No

5a. If yes, please list the incident and the year the incident occurred and then skip to question 6: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5b. If your answer is no, do you believe that your city has the potential to experience an incident of violence or serious racial tensions? Please answer below and then skip to question 10 on the survey.
Yes--The following factors contribute to the potential for serious racial tensions and violence in my city:____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

No-- My city has been able to avoid the potential for serious racial tensions and violence because: __________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________     

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

6. I believe that race relations before the incident could be classified as: 

   Peaceful

   Some degree of tension

   High degree of tension

   Open conflict

   Don’t know

_____________________________________________________________________

7.  I believe that race relations today can be classified as:
   Peaceful

   Some degree of tension

   High degree of tension

   Open conflict

   Don’t know

_____________________________________________________________________

8. If racial tensions exist today, I attribute the cause to:

If choosing multiple causes, please rank from 1-7, with one being the highest, in terms of which cause has the strongest impact.

___  Racial profiling/racial insensitivity by police.
___  Lack of opportunity to find employment, receive education, healthcare etc.

___  Inter-ethnic conflict as new immigrants move into communities.
___  Inter-ethnic due to attitudes/biases

____Competition for scarce resources

___ City leadership is not representative of the community.

___ Other (please list additional causes not included above)
_____________________________________________________________________
9. What barriers have prohibited your city from addressing racial tensions?

	


_____________________________________________________________________
10. If you feel race relations in the city you live in/near have changed over time, please briefly explain why you think these changes have taken place.

	


Part of the focus of this survey is on cities that have implemented model economic development strategies that have resulted in fostering positive inclusion of individuals and communities of color in the resulting economic benefits derived from those strategies. One definition of “economic development” is the process of creating wealth through the mobilization of human, financial, capital, physical and natural resources to generate marketable goods and services (American Economic Development Council). Using this as our working definition, please answer the following set of questions regarding economic development activities and strategies in your city. 
11. My city has experienced significant economic advancement and/or development activity over the last 15 years that has affected race relations.
___ Yes
___ No (Please explain why you feel there has been no activity and skip to question number 16). ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. If yes, how would you describe the significant economic development/advancement activities in your city? Please check as many of the following that apply.

____Increased job training and employment opportunities
____Increased business activity and new businesses in the area

____Improvements in access to public transportation 

____Affordable housing developments

____Improved infrastructure such as schools, hospitals, etc.

____Other_________________________________________
13. Who do you feel benefited most from these activities?

  People of low-income

  People of the middle-class

  People of the upper-class

  Don’t know

14. How do you see this development affecting race relations?
	


15. What other strategies have worked in addressing racial tensions in your city?

	


16. How important is it for the city and county government to play an active role in providing economic development strategies that benefit those who are disadvantaged in the community? 
 Very important

 Somewhat important

 Neutral

 Not important

 Don’t know

On a scale from 1-6, with “1” meaning strongly agree and “6” meaning strongly disagree, please check the number that best describes your thoughts on the following statements.
17. “Racial tensions in my city are greater today than they were before the last incident that created violence and action.”

__1

__2

__3

__4

__5

__6

18. “There is a direct correlation between economic advancement and improved racial relations.”
__1

__2

__3

__4

__5

__6
19. “Economic advancement/improvement is the most important factor in positively impacting racial tensions in my city.”
__1

__2

__3

__4

__5

__6
20. “The nonprofit sector is playing an active role in engaging in economic development activities that improve race relations.”
__1

__2

__3

__4

__5

__6

21. “The work I am currently involved in is positively impacting racial tensions in my city.”
__1

__2

__3

__4

__5

__6
_____________________________________________________________________

22. My advice to those working to improve racial tensions is:
	


23. If you know of a successful economic development project that occurred somewhere else in the country, please list the name of the project and why you feel it was a success.
	


Thank you for completing this survey.
